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INTRODUCTION 
The City of Perham has witnessed significant housing development in recent years to meet the needs 
of its local workforce. To understand the current and future demand for housing in the community, 
the Perham EDA, in partnership with West Central Initiative, sponsored research with University of 
Minnesota Extension. The purpose of this analysis is to provide a general sense of housing 
preference and future demand to guide the community’s development strategies.  

MAJOR FINDINGS 
1. Small Town Atmosphere and Welcoming Nature Sells the Community: Residents ranked 

“small town atmosphere” highest as the community feature they find most attractive 
followed by “Welcoming Community” and “Perham Public Schools.”  Any marketing to sell 
housing and the community generally ought to use these themes to position the community 
to prospective home buyers, especially small town atmosphere, which ranked higher for new 
residents than long-time residents. In addition, any marketing should feature housing in the 
area surrounding the city as much as within with respondents  

2. Development Should Prioritize New Single-level Housing of Modest Size: Survey 
respondents, who were disproportionately older than the population of the study area, 
shared their intentions to downsize their homes. When asked which housing features and 
types appealed to them in the next home, they ranked single level living high and showed 
some interest in switching from single family to townhomes, although single family homes 
ranked highest. With approximately 25% of owner-occupied housing stock turning over 
nationally with the transitions of Baby Boomers in the next 10 years, building for this market 
allows retention of residents while opening their current homes to new hands.  

3. Movers and Non-movers alike have a Strong Tie to Perham Area: Participants were asked 
where they would consider living in the next home and the Perham Area—identified as the 
study area but outside of the City of Perham—ranked highest. The City of Perham was 
ranked about half as popular as the area.  

4. Respondents Report Difficulty Finding Housing in the City of Perham that Meets their 

Needs: 79% of respondent who report looking for housing in the City of Perham before their 
most recent move found it either difficult or somewhat difficult. These comments were 
echoed in the open-ended comments as well.  

METHODOLOGY 
In June and July 2021, University of Minnesota conducted a mailed survey of households residing in 
the Perham School District, the study area for this project (Figure 1). 

The resident survey (Appendix 3) was sent to all renters on the City of Perham’s utility mailing list 
(175 records) and a random sample of homeowners from Otter Tail County’s property tax database 
within the boundaries of the school district. A total of 1,000 mailings were sent, 21 of which were 
returned as bad addresses. In total, Extension received 210 surveys for a 21.5% response rate.  
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Figure 1: Study area of Perham School District 

 

Resident Survey Results 
ABOUT RESPONDENTS  

A strong majority of those who filled out the survey lived outside of the City of Perham (67%). The 
split between City of Perham residents and in Perham Area was proportionate to their sample size – 
32% of the mailing addresses went to homes in the City of Perham and 68% went to homes outside 
the city yet within the 7-zip code study area.   

Figure 2: Do you live within the boundaries of the City of Perham? (n=206) 

 

 

Yes No
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When compared to the distribution of age accoring to the American Community Survey (US Census, 
2020), those who responded are disproportionately older. Those between 45 and 55 were 
significantly under represented—5% of survey respondents were between 45-55 whereas 22% of 
householders who occupied housing were in the same age range—as were those between 35-44 in 
age. All age cohorts over 55 were over represented. Care should be taken to keep this 
overrepresentation of those 60+ in mind when interpreting the results presented in this report.  

Figure 3: Age of survey respondents compared to census by distribution of age (n=206) 

 
Survey respondents were also better educated than the average resident of the study area, which is 
common for other surveys. Respondents are most often older and better educated than the study 
area average demographics.  

Figure 4: Highest level of education of survey respondents (n=204) 
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Figure 5: Household size of survey respondents (n=205) 

 

Figure 6: Household income of survey respondents (n=193) 

 

Current Housing 
Clearly the vast majority of respondents live in single family housing with 4% and 2% living in 
townhouses and apartments respectively.  
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Figure 7: Current housing by type (n=206) 

 
“Others” include ‘condo’ (1), ‘trailer’ (1), and ‘temporary vacation home’ (1), ‘duplex’ (1), and ‘4 plex’ 
(1). The median number of bedrooms and bathrooms is four and two respectively.  

The vast majority of households who responded were owners. Fourteen percent of respondents 
reported renting their current property, whereas US Census reports that 20% of housing units are 
occupied by renters in the study area. 

Figure 8: Do you own or rent your current residence? (n=206) 

 

A slight majority of respondents reported having no mortgage on their property, whereas all renters 
and those with a mortgage reported spending $524 per month on average.   
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Figure 9: How much per month do you pay for mortgage/rent on your primary residence? (n=192) 

 

Renters 
Only 22 respondents were renters—14% of all respondents. Of renters who participated in the 
survey, six (27%) reported a plan to buy a home. Of the six renters planning on buying, all plan to 
buy in the next three years. 

Figure 10: Do you plan on buying a home? (n=30) 

 

Owners 
Homeowners are a much larger portion of the survey sample and of the trade area in general (80% of 
housing units are owned compared to 20% rentals).  

Fully 55 of 178 homeowners (31%) who replied plan to sell their home in the next decade with a 
slight majority planning to sell in the next five years.  
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Figure 11: When do you plan to sell? (n=50) 

 

The social infrastructure appears to be Perham’s strength as the top three community factors that 
respondents find attractive are small town atmosphere, welcoming community, and Perham Public 
Schools (see Figure 12). 

Figure 12: What do you find attractive about living in or near Perham? (n=204) 

 
Based on when respondents moved into Perham, Extension found that top reasons were basically the 
same for both old and new residents, although some differences exists between the two groups. New 
residents placed greater level of importance on small town atmosphere, whereas older residents 
mentioned beautiful landscape more (Figure 13). 
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Figure 13: Attractive factors by year respondent moved into study area (n=204) 

 Before 2010 2010-2021 2005-2021 

Small town atmosphere 25.7% 28.2% 29.2% 

Proximity to work 8.6% 8.9% 7.9% 

Beautiful landscape 11.2% 8.9% 8.3% 

Nearby attractions 9.9% 8.6% 8.3% 

Cost of housing 4.0% 5.2% 4.6% 

Welcoming community 19.5% 17.9% 19.9% 

Perham Public Schools 14.5% 15.1% 15.3% 

Other 6.6% 7.2% 6.5% 

No. of Mentions 303 291 216 

No. of Respondents 103 98 74 

 

The distribution of respondents by when they moved in has a large proportion that have been in the 
community for five years or less and over 20 years (Figure 14). On average, respondents reported 
moving into their current home15 years ago or a median year of 2009. This finding was consistent 
with the US Census statistics, where the median year households moved into their current house was 
2008 (Appendix 3).  

Figure 14: When respondents moved into study area by time (n=201) 

 

Extension asked whether participants had searched for housing in the City of Perham before their 
most recent move. Seventy-nine percent reported that it was either difficult or somewhat difficult to 
find housing that met their needs (Figure 15). This level of difficulty was noticeably higher than 
found in a February, 2021 housing survey of Battle Lake residents where 59% had reported difficulty 
on the same question.  
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Figure 15: How difficult was it to find housing that met your needs in the City of Perham (n=47) 

 

When asked about types and features of housing that were difficult to find, respondents shared a 
mix of reflections, although the most frequent comments related to issues of affordability.   

Plans for Housing 
Overall the demand for the Perham area outstripped the demand for homes within the City of 
Perham. 24% of respondents having reported that they would consider living the City of Perham, 
whereas 45% would consider the Perham area for their next home. This points to the broad appeal of 
a home in the countryside near Perham even though respondents ranked ‘small town atmosphere’ as 
the most attractive feature of living in the area (Figure 16).  

Figure 16: If you are planning on moving or changing homes in next five years, in which of the 
following locations would you consider living? (n=105) 
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In order to zero in on willingness to living in the City of Perham, Extension asked specifically about 
how appealing living within the city was to participants (Figure 17). A slight majority (52%) shared 
that living the in city was somewhat or very appealing to them. To put in context, 65 respondents 
already live in the City of Perham, so some living in the Perham area do rank the move as appealing.  

Figure 17: How appealing is living in the City of Perham to you? (n=180) 

 

 

Although a large majority of respondents reported living in single family homes, other types of 
housing were more appealing when they were asked about preference for future housing (Figure 18).  

Figure 18: When you think about what kind of housing you want for your next home, which type 
would you prefer? (n=185) 
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Future Housing Preferences 
A section of the housing survey focused on the features of future housing to inform the type of 
housing product which will be in demand.  

Single-level living was a clear winner with nearly three-quarters of respondents choosing the feature, 
followed by ‘2-stall garage’ and ‘3-stall garage.’  

Figure 19: Which features would be ideal in your next home? (n=184) 

 

A clear majority of respondents wanted to keep their monthly cost of housing at or near their 
current level (Figure 20).  

Figure 20: How much more than your current rent or mortgage payments would you be willing to pay 
for housing which met your household’s needs? (n=153). 
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(Figures 21 and 22). Considering that a disproportionate number of respondents were older, this 
should not be surprising. This trend is playing out nationally in the housing market. More than a 
quarter of all owner-occupied homes will become available as baby boomers transition out of their 
current homes over the next decade (Rao, 2021).  

Figure 21: How many bedrooms would be ideal in your next home? (n=180) 

 

Figure 22: How many bathrooms would be ideal in your next home? (n=177) 

 

Of those who participated in the survey, location was the most important motivator (Figure 23). 
Since respondents have a clear preference for the Perham area, local developers should be assured 
that these housing customers will remain loyal to the area. Moreover, results from this survey can 
provide insights into the types of housing from this local demand.  

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

1 2 3 4 5+

Current Future

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

1 2 3 4 5+

Current Future



    PERHAM HOUSING SURVEY 13 

Figure 23: What motivates you most in your next housing purchase? (n=170) 

 

Interest in Building in Perham Area  
EDA members requested that Extension include questions to ascertain the level of resident interest 
in building in the area. The building of homes impacts many local businesses from the lumber yard 
to a whole host of contractors, so an added focus on building was warranted.   

When asked, 13% of respondents indicated interest in building a home (Figure 24).  

Figure 24: Interest in building a home? (n=205) 

 

Such a serious undertaking, however, entails many costs and potential challenges, so Extension 
asked which factors were holding them back from pursuing their building project (Figure 25). The 
availability of location was the top issue, followed by cost of construction and cost of the lot (a clear 
factor in the availability of the location).  
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Figure 25: What hinders you from building? (n=26) 

 

Survey participants were asked to mark a location within the school district where they would most 
prefer to build a home. The southern part of the district on the north shore of Ottertail Lake and 
north of Perham were the clear favorites. 

Figure 26: If you could choose a location within the school district to live, where would you choose to 
build? (n=27) 

 

Other thoughts on housing in Perham area 
See Appendix 1. 
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PREFERENCES OF MOVERS 
Considering that the intent of the joint project between the Perham EDA and Otter Tail County HRA 
was to investigate demand for new housing, Extension conducted analysis on those survey 
participants who reported their intention to move in the next five years. 37 of 208 total respondents 
reported an intention to move in the next five years (17.8% of all respondents). To put into 
perspective, 18% of respondents to a housing survey in Battle Lake planned to move in next five 
years.  

A basic profile of intended movers:  

 The average age of moving respondents was 51 with 2.2 members in household. 
Eight of the householders reported being 45 or younger and account for a majority 
of households with kids.  

 38% live within the City of Perham, a greater proportion than all respondents to the 
survey 

 35 live within a single-family homes and two live in townhouses 

 6 of the 37 rent and the remainder own their homes   

 27% have no mortgage and the remainder pay an average of $974/month for rent or 
mortgage (n=23). Movers reported a greater willingness to pay more for a home that 
met their needs than the survey respondents overall. 23% reporting willing to pay 10-
19% more as compared to 13% for all survey respondents.  

The location for their next homes mirrored other respondents nearly perfectly (Figure 27).   

Figure 27: Preferred location for next home by movers in next 5 years compared to all survey 
respondents 

 

Also like the survey respondents overall, those planning on moving in the next five years also prefer 
a single-level home, but are significantly more interested in a newly-built home, two-stall garage, and 
a basement than survey respondents overall (Figure 28).  
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Figure 28: 
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APPENDIX 1: RESIDENT SURVEY OPEN-ENDED COMMENTS 

• any housing policy should reflect the need for a more sustainable lifestyle. The Perham 
area would be compatible for small, efficient, developments that could foster sustainable 
lifestyles without losing many amenities  

• cheaper for retired 

• Eventually we would move to a smaller home/townhome when the up keep of our current 
home becomes too much. 

• feel there is a need for more single family homes in the 5 mile proximity to town 

• getting expensive 

• hope this helps, I grew up in Perham. Lived in metro area until i retired and kept the 
family home, after retirement moved back to the home I grew up in. 

• Housing in Perham has been a challenge since we started looking in 1993. Affordable, 
quality options to meet the needs of a family on the wages paid in Perham are non 
existent. We chose Dent due to pricing and availability but options are limited in the area 
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yet 

• I am not interested 

• I am not sure I am the best candidate for this survey. I lived with my parents for a year out 
of college and bought my grandmas house from them 

• I just live on the lake in the summer months the rest of the year i live in  

• I like my current location. Move place for semi truck parking 

• I touched on this question TC, Housing and jobs don't match up in this area. Unfortunately 
there are an abundance of jobs but the housing is higher than the surrounding area. The 
lakes area is pushed but the job wages don't allow a family to purchase on a lake or river. 
It is a sad situation that is only getting worse. 

• I truly like Perham, the people, and amenities. 
I cannot tolerate the production emissions and odor 

• it is a nice town 

• It is nice to see the efforts that Perham are taking to help promote more opportunities for 
more affordable housing opportunities in our area. Thank you! 

• Keep multiple housing from single residents 

• Live on lake and would like to stay as long as our health and ability to maintain lot 

• Living in a home with lakeshore has VERY HIGH real estate taxes. In a few years I won't be 
able to continue living in this type of home which is very unfortunate due to working so 
hard all out lives to have this type of lifestyle. The homestead credit is not enough for 
people going into retirement. 

• lower the cost for rental for senior citizens 

• more senior living 

• Most of this doesn't pertain to me or my situation - answered what i could 

• My current child could go to Perham school but he goes to Frazee. Due to smaller class 
rooms and the lack of one on one classes availability. I also graduated from Perham and 
didn't care for the school system 

• My daughter loved the school district last year (kindergarten) hope to keep her in that 
district. Love restaurants and good healthcare available 

• My husband and I have lived here our entire lives, and it is very hard for families our age 
(23 and 26, plus 2 young kids) to find housing that is budget friendly, with the exception 
of rentals. We bought right at the base of a steep incline in the housing market for this 
area. We would love to live on a lake one day, (we grew up loving this area because of 
them) but it's hardly feasible anymore with the cost of homes. This is an attractive area for 
people to move to, and I think that's great! However, people that grew up here want to live 
here too. There has been lots of focus in the last decade on tourism and expansion. 
Unfortunately, this has driven the housing market up making it hard to buy in the area 
starting out, and is starting to eliminate that "small town living" feel. 

• My impression is housing is so short and expensive for those with incomes etc. And we are 
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lucky with what we have. 

• Need more affordable rentals as my children leave home they need affordable housing 
options 

• Need more condos that are from 125,000-200,000 

• No better place to live and raise a family! 

• no thank you 

• Not enough homes available for either to rent or purchase. Looking to move either to ND 
or SD in very near future 

• not interested in living in Perham 

• outside city limits 

• Perham is a quaint little town. However, it severely lacks affordable single family homes to 
rent 

• Perham needs housing that workers in local industries can afford. So either raise wages or 
build housing that is up to code and less expensive than what is being built now. 

• Perham needs more condos or twin homes or smaller homes for purchase within the area. 
That is what I am interested in the next 10-20 years. There are a few in the westwind area, 
but need more. 

• Perham needs more rental housing that meets the needs of single individuals or newly 
married, that is not small apartment living or income based 

• quality affordable housing is always an issue in communities with a good manufacturing 
base.  

• Quality rentals are very expensive. We have a few slumlords that need to fix up their 
rentals. 

• rental housing too expensive not affordable for retirees 

• The property taxes are too high! 

• There is a list for the 5 unit townhome where I live. Don't plan on moving unless to an 
assisted living when/if I need it 

• There should be housing available to all economic levels and diverse populations 

• They keep adding apartments and townhomes but rent is RIDICULOUS! There is no help 
for purchasing a home and this town changes too much for assessments. Checking with 
other towns it is VERY HIGH! That is not small town friendly. 

• too many rentals are income based. Not much available for three with normal income 

• very few townhomes or condos available for seniors 

• we are always looking for a house that is on a good chunk of land with an attached garage 
and a detached garage. We are also looking for the property to have a good foundation and 
construction. 

• We are retired living on a lake our next move would be to a condo on a lake in the area 
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unless our grandkids move, the main reason we moved here 

• We arose to open enroll our kids to a smaller school district with more opportunity/less 
kids where your last name doesn't mean as much. We find Perham to a bit stuffy at times. 
We support local business just not the school 

• We have build two homes in the Perham area in the last 6 years. I fear for the next 
generation that the housing market will be almost unattainable at an entry level, Hopefully 
lenders will offer some incentives for first time home buyers to be able to get into 
affordable housing. My husband and I worked very hard to afford to build our homes with 
local banks NOT willing to help with any construction financing. Currently out home is 
values at 285,000 and we have 0 bank financing. Not everyone has the motivation. Good 
luck with your research!! 

• We have very good accomadations for the elderly! when we can't live alone. Medical 
doctors and schools, churches, hospitals, and nursing homes. A good place to RETIRE 

• We moved to the area in 2019. Goal was to live on a lake in ottertail county. Little lake 
home suited most of our desires 

• We need more housing. People are commuting as no homes are available 

• We raised our kids in our current home and have no plans to move unless in our advanced 
years it becomes to difficult to live in a rural setting.  Our plan is to continue to live in our 
rural home, but if the time comes that we no longer can we would rent, most likely in 
Perham in a townhome with no maintenance responsibilites. 

• We recently bought land and plan to build, We would have preferred to purchase an 
existing home, but there is a shortage of houses in our 400,000-500,000 dollar price range 

• We recently bought land and plan to build. We would have preferred to purchase an 
existing home, but there is a shortage of houses in our $400,000-$500,000 price range 

• We retired back to the area to be closer to parents. We built a retirement home. Our 
children enjoy coming up to the lakes. 

• Would think a sst RV park would be in great demand for snowbirds that go south in winter 
months 

• yes - this city is NOT safe for humans or pets. All the industry has brought trouble and the 
cream of the crop. Also, high prices on everything. Why do most business owners live 
outside of town? 

 

 

 



 

  Survey continues on next page  

June 14, 2021 
 
Greetings.  
 
I am writing to request your participation in a project to better understand the housing market in 
and around the City of Perham.  

 
You were randomly chosen to 
participate from a sample of 
property tax records as someone 
who owns or rents residential or 
agricultural property in the Perham 
School District (see map to left).  
 
Enclosed you will find a survey 
about your current housing and 
future housing plans. Please fill out 
as honestly and as completely as 
you can and return in the stamped 
and addressed return envelope to 

Lindsey Roemeling, a U of M Morris student working for the Center for Small Towns. If you’d 
prefer to fill out online, go to http://z.umn.edu/perhamhousing  

The purpose of this project is to learn about the housing needs of residents to inform future 
housing development. Local business leaders and city officials want to build housing in the area 
that best meets the needs of its residents and your participation in the survey will assist greatly. 
The project is sponsored by the Perham EDA with support by West Central Initiative. When we 
complete the project, we will present results to the Perham EDA and a report will be publically 
available.  

 

Thank you for your time and thank you for sharing your thoughts.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
Ryan Pesch, Extension Educator  
218-770-4398 or pesch@umn.edu  
Pelican Rapids, MN
 



    Survey continues on next page  

City of Perham Housing Survey 

1. Current zip code of primary residence: _____________  
 

 
 
 

 

1a. Do you live within the boundaries of the City of Perham? ☐ Yes      ☐ No 
 

 

2.  I currently live in a(n): ☐ Apartment ☐ Town 
house    

☐ Single family 
home 

☐ Other: 
____________ 

              2a. How many bedrooms?      ___________ 

              2b. How many bathrooms?    ___________ 
 
3. Do you own or rent your current residence? ☐ Own ☐ Rent 
 

             3b. IF YOU RENT, do you plan on buying a home? ☐ Yes   ☐ No 

             3c. If so, when approximately?                                                             ___________ years 
 
             3d. IF YOU OWN, do you plan on selling your home in the next decade?  ☐ Yes  ☐ No 
 
             3e. If so, when approximately?                                                              ____________ years 
 
4. Approximately how much do you currently pay on your rent/mortgage 
on your primary residence not including escrow or utilities?  
(put 0 if you do not make payments for your home) 

$ _________ per month 
 
 

 
5. What do you find attractive about living in or near Perham? Check all that apply.  
 
☐ Small town atmosphere               ☐ Proximity to work                ☐ Beautiful landscape   
☐ Nearby attractions                        ☐ Cost of housing                   ☐ Welcoming community 
☐ Perham Public Schools                ☐ Other(s):_______________________________________ 
 

Thinking about Moving 

6. In what year did you move into your current home?  _____________ 
 
7. If you are planning on moving or changing homes in the next five years, in which of the following 
locations would you consider living? Check all that apply. 
 
☐ City of Perham   ☐ Perham Area ☐ Neighboring community  ☐ Elsewhere in MN   ☐ Another state   
☐ Internationally  
 

 
 
   
 

7a. Did you look for housing in the City of Perham before your most recent move?  ☐ Yes    ☐ No  
 

7b. How difficult was it to find housing that met your needs in the City of Perham? 

☐ Difficult ☐ Somewhat 
Difficult 

☐ Neutral ☐ Somewhat Easy  ☐ Easy 
 



   
  Survey continues on next page  

 

  7c. What type of housing or which housing features were difficult to find in the City of Perham?  
 
           __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. How appealing is living in the City of Perham to you?  

☐ Not at all ☐ Slightly attractive ☐ Somewhat   
attractive 

☐ Very attractive  
 

 
9. How much more than your current rent or mortgage payments would you be willing to pay for 
housing which meets all your household’s needs? (Select one) 

 
☐ 0% - 9% 
 

 
☐ 10% - 19% 

 
☐ 20% - 29% 

 
☐ 30% - 39% 

 
☐ more than 40% 

10. When you think about what kind of housing you want for your next home, which type would you 
prefer? Check all that apply. 

 ☐ Apartment ☐ Town house ☐ Single family home ☐ Other: _________ 

11. Which features would be ideal in your next home? Check all that apply. 

☐  Single level   ☐ Basement  ☐  2-stall garage  ☐  3-stall garage ☐  Newly Built Home  

☐ Existing Home  ☐ Association covers maintenance costs  ☐OTHERS:_______________________ 

11b. How many bedrooms and bathrooms would be ideal in your next home? 

_______ Bedrooms    ___________Bathrooms 

12. What motivates you most in your next housing purchase? Check all that apply. 

☐ Location    ☐ Proximity to amenities    ☐ Size of home  ☐ Cost of home  

 ☐ Quality of construction   ☐ Proximity to work 

13. What is your gender?  ☐ Female  ☐ Male  ☐ Other: _______ 

14. What year were you born? __________________ 

 
15. How many people live in your household? 

 
14. How many are 18 years old or younger? 
 

 
16. What is the highest level of Education you have received? (Select one) 

☐ 9th – 12th grade, no diploma ☐ High school diploma ☐ Some college, no degree 



☐ Associates degree ☐ Bachelors degree ☐ Graduate/professional degree

17. What is your household’s annual income? (Select one)

☐ Less than $25,000 ☐ $25,000 - $49,999 ☐ $50,000 - $99,999

☐ More than $100,000

Interest in Building a Home 

18. Do you have any interest in building a home within the Perham School District in the next five years?
 Yes    No

19. If ‘yes’, what most hinders your moving forward with building project? (Check all that apply)

 Financing  Down Payment   Availability of Builders  Cost of Construction

 Cost of Lot  Availability of Ideal Location   Unsure if Staying in Area   Other:______

20. If you would like a local professional to follow up with you and to hear more about your potential
building project, please share your contact: _____________________________

21. If you could choose any location within the school district to live, where would you choose to build?
Draw star on ideal location within school district boundaries (shaded area).

22. Any other thoughts you’d like to share about housing in the Perham area?

Thank you for your participating and sharing your views and information about your household.  



ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

TOTALS
Total Population 10,780 420

Total Households 4,763 202

Total Housing Units 7,780 220

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY MORTGAGE STATUS
Total 3,780 100.0% 155

Housing units with a mortgage/contract to purchase/similar debt 2,220 58.7% 130
Second mortgage only 75 2.0% 26
Home equity loan only 242 6.4% 46
Both second mortgage and home equity loan 7 0.2% 4
No second mortgage and no home equity loan 1,896 50.2% 126

Housing units without a mortgage 1,561 41.3% 109

AVERAGE VALUE BY MORTGAGE STATUS
Housing units with a mortgage $244,933 $19,924
Housing units without a mortgage $242,616 $23,343

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY MORTGAGE STATUS 
& SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS
Total 3,780 100.0% 155

With a mortgage: Monthly owner costs as a percentage of 
household income in past 12 months

Less than 10.0 percent 151 4.0% 44
10.0 to 14.9 percent 375 9.9% 79
15.0 to 19.9 percent 514 13.6% 80
20.0 to 24.9 percent 321 8.5% 46
25.0 to 29.9 percent 275 7.3% 81
30.0 to 34.9 percent 105 2.8% 16
35.0 to 39.9 percent 83 2.2% 28
40.0 to 49.9 percent 141 3.7% 33
50.0 percent or more 232 6.1% 38
Not computed 25 0.7% 25

Without a mortgage: Monthly owner costs as a percentage of 
household income in past 12 months

Less than 10.0 percent 699 18.5% 86
10.0 to 14.9 percent 286 7.6% 55
15.0 to 19.9 percent 145 3.8% 41
20.0 to 24.9 percent 123 3.3% 42
25.0 to 29.9 percent 95 2.5% 46
30.0 to 34.9 percent 56 1.5% 14
35.0 to 39.9 percent 37 1.0% 25
40.0 to 49.9 percent 26 0.7% 9
50.0 percent or more 81 2.1% 30
Not computed 12 0.3% 4

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

RENTER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY CONTRACT RENT
Total 982 100.0% 178

With cash rent 877 89.3% 179
Less than $100 2 0.2% 6
$100 to $149 0 0.0% 0
$150 to $199 5 0.5% 8
$200 to $249 2 0.2% 3
$250 to $299 9 0.9% 4
$300 to $349 4 0.4% 5
$350 to $399 62 6.3% 83
$400 to $449 126 12.8% 98
$450 to $499 80 8.1% 51
$500 to $549 46 4.7% 28
$550 to $599 78 7.9% 55
$600 to $649 101 10.3% 43
$650 to $699 23 2.3% 8
$700 to $749 87 8.9% 82
$750 to $799 77 7.8% 81
$800 to $899 64 6.5% 45
$900 to $999 41 4.2% 36
$1,000 to $1,249 6 0.6% 3
$1,250 to $1,499 23 2.3% 30
$1,500 to $1,999 39 4.0% 40
$2,000 to $2,499 3 0.3% 3
$2,500 to $2,999 0 0.0% 0
$3,000 to $3,499 0 0.0% 0
$3,500 or more 0 0.0% 0

No cash rent 105 10.7% 38

Median Contract Rent $612 N/A
Average Contract Rent $667 $198

RENTER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY INCLUSION OF 
UTILITIES IN RENT
Total 982 100.0% 178

Pay extra for one or more utilities 815 83.0% 160
No extra payment for any utilities 167 17.0% 93

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

RENTER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY GROSS RENT
Total: 982 100.0% 178

With cash rent: 877 89.3% 179
Less than $100 0 0.0% 0
$100 to $149 0 0.0% 0
$150 to $199 1 0.1% 2
$200 to $249 0 0.0% 0
$250 to $299 0 0.0% 0
$300 to $349 7 0.7% 6
$350 to $399 59 6.0% 83
$400 to $449 27 2.7% 24
$450 to $499 30 3.1% 30
$500 to $549 107 10.9% 100
$550 to $599 38 3.9% 31
$600 to $649 48 4.9% 37
$650 to $699 96 9.8% 45
$700 to $749 62 6.3% 41
$750 to $799 79 8.0% 82
$800 to $899 127 12.9% 87
$900 to $999 37 3.8% 25
$1,000 to $1,249 87 8.9% 46
$1,250 to $1,499 26 2.6% 30
$1,500 to $1,999 27 2.7% 33

$2,000 to $2,499 19 1.9% 23
$2,500 to $2,999 0 0.0% 0
$3,000 to $3,499 0 0.0% 0
$3,500 or more 0 0.0% 0

No cash rent 105 10.7% 38

Median Gross Rent $721 N/A
Average Gross Rent $776 $225

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

HOUSING UNITS BY UNITS IN STRUCTURE
Total 7,780 100.0% 220

1, detached 6,305 81.0% 191
1, attached 165 2.1% 90
2 84 1.1% 83
3 or 4 79 1.0% 90
5 to 9 149 1.9% 70
10 to 19 124 1.6% 59
20 to 49 176 2.3% 98
50 or more 2 0.0% 2
Mobile home 687 8.8% 63
Boat, RV, van, etc. 9 0.1% 8

HOUSING UNITS BY YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT
Total 7,780 100.0% 220

Built 2014 or later 192 2.5% 42
Built 2010 to 2013 267 3.4% 57
Built 2000 to 2009 1,570 20.2% 113
Built 1990 to 1999 1,318 16.9% 165
Built 1980 to 1989 869 11.2% 120
Built 1970 to 1979 1,102 14.2% 131
Built 1960 to 1969 673 8.7% 99
Built 1950 to 1959 527 6.8% 72
Built 1940 to 1949 322 4.1% 54
Built 1939 or earlier 940 12.1% 108

Median Year Structure Built 1984 N/A

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED 
INTO UNIT
Total 4,763 100.0% 202

Owner occupied
Moved in 2017 or later 171 3.6% 39
Moved in 2015 to 2016 349 7.3% 67
Moved in 2010 to 2014 785 16.5% 106
Moved in 2000 to 2009 1,248 26.2% 107
Moved in 1990 to 1999 568 11.9% 66
Moved in 1989 or earlier 659 13.8% 88

Renter occupied
Moved in 2017 or later 160 3.4% 92
Moved in 2015 to 2016 218 4.6% 94
Moved in 2010 to 2014 394 8.3% 141
Moved in 2000 to 2009 106 2.2% 52
Moved in 1990 to 1999 72 1.5% 37
Moved in 1989 or earlier 32 0.7% 18

Median Year Householder Moved Into Unit 2008 N/A

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY HOUSE HEATING FUEL
Total 4,763 100.0% 202

Utility gas 1,433 30.1% 164
Bottled, tank, or LP gas 1,267 26.6% 60
Electricity 1,492 31.3% 187
Fuel oil, kerosene, etc. 86 1.8% 13
Coal or coke 0 0.0% 0
Wood 333 7.0% 38
Solar energy 6 0.1% 8
Other fuel 89 1.9% 41
No fuel used 57 1.2% 29

OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY VEHICLES AVAILABLE
Total 4,763 100.0% 202

Owner occupied
No vehicle available 31 0.7% 6
1 vehicle available 840 17.6% 121
2 vehicles available 1,627 34.2% 133
3 vehicles available 852 17.9% 82
4 vehicles available 279 5.9% 45
5 or more vehicles available 152 3.2% 49

Renter occupied
No vehicle available 58 1.2% 38
1 vehicle available 474 10.0% 134
2 vehicles available 343 7.2% 132
3 vehicles available 81 1.7% 40
4 vehicles available 15 0.3% 6
5 or more vehicles available 10 0.2% 10

Average Number of Vehicles Available 2.1 0.1

VACANT HOUSING UNITS
Total vacant housing units 2,900 100.0%

HUs MOE (ACS 5-Yr)
129

For rent 21 0.7% 25
Rented, not occupied 9 0.3% 11
For sale only 115 4.0% 83
Sold, not occupied 27 0.9% 10
Seasonal/occasional 2,634 90.8% 95
For migrant workers 4 0.1% 6
Other 91 3.1% 21

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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ACS Housing Summary
Perham-Dent Prepared by Esri
Area: 340.24 square miles

2015-2019
ACS Estimate Percent MOE(±) Reliability

OWNER-OCCUPIED HOUSING UNITS BY VALUE
Total 3,780 100% 155

Less than $10,000 44 1.2% 26
$10,000 to $14,999 7 0.2% 2
$15,000 to $19,999 5 0.1% 1
$20,000 to $24,999 11 0.3% 7
$25,000 to $29,999 7 0.2% 8
$30,000 to $34,999 7 0.2% 2
$35,000 to $39,999 11 0.3% 10
$40,000 to $49,999 67 1.8% 37
$50,000 to $59,999 63 1.7% 27
$60,000 to $69,999 51 1.3% 28
$70,000 to $79,999 79 2.1% 40
$80,000 to $89,999 96 2.5% 40
$90,000 to $99,999 88 2.3% 47
$100,000 to $124,999 367 9.7% 78
$125,000 to $149,999 272 7.2% 71
$150,000 to $174,999 315 8.3% 62
$175,000 to $199,999 301 8.0% 75
$200,000 to $249,999 483 12.8% 62
$250,000 to $299,999 361 9.6% 45
$300,000 to $399,999 570 15.1% 51
$400,000 to $499,999 259 6.9% 27
$500,000 to $749,999 236 6.2% 27
$750,000 to $999,999 54 1.4% 11
$1,000,000 to $1,499,999 16 0.4% 11
$1,500,000 to $1,999,999 8 0.2% 4
$2,000,000 or more 3 0.1% 4

Median Home Value $210,300 N/A
Average Home Value $244,041 $13,813

Data Note:  N/A means not available.

2015-2019 ACS Estimate:  The American Community Survey (ACS) replaces census sample data.  Esri is releasing the 2015-2019 ACS estimates, 
five-year period data collected monthly from January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2019.  Although the ACS includes many of the subjects 
previously covered by the decennial census sample, there are significant differences between the two surveys including fundamental differences in 
survey design and residency rules.

Margin of error (MOE): The MOE is a measure of the variability of the estimate due to sampling error.   MOEs enable the data user to measure the 
range of uncertainty for each estimate with 90 percent confidence.  The range of uncertainty is called the confidence interval, and it is calculated by 
taking the estimate +/- the MOE.  For example, if the ACS reports an estimate of 100 with an MOE of +/- 20, then you can be 90 percent certain 
the value for the whole population falls between 80 and 120.

Reliability: These symbols represent threshold values that Esri has established from the Coefficients of Variation (CV) to designate the usability of 
the estimates.  The CV measures the amount of sampling error relative to the size of the estimate, expressed as a percentage.

High Reliability:  Small CVs (less than or equal to 12 percent) are flagged green to indicate that the sampling error is small relative to the 
estimate and the estimate is reasonably reliable.

Medium Reliability:  Estimates with CVs between 12 and 40 are flagged yellow-use with caution.

Low Reliability:  Large CVs (over 40 percent) are flagged red to indicate that the sampling error is large
relative to the estimate.  The estimate is considered very unreliable.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2015-2019 American Community Survey Reliability: high medium low

November 17, 2021
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